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ness of the cloth shall extend between the slides from each end 
one inch towards the centre. It is better, however, to have the 
boxes made for this use somewhat larger than the customary 
size, so that very thick beaver cloth can be used for the packing. 
For six slides a box may be made of hard wood 3-i6ths of an 
inch thick, 3^3 inches long, 1^ wide and 1 J^ deep inside meas- 
urement. The folds of cloth should be so arranged that not 
more than an inch in the centre of the slide is unsupported, 
except when large cover-glasses are to be used, when more space 
should be left to avoid pressing on the cover. The outside of the 
box is covered with strong thin cloth. 

The comparative safety of this method is indicated by the expe- 
rience of the Postal Club. During a trial of several months in 
many of the circuits, not one slide is known to have been broken 
while packed in this manner, while to slides in the ordinary boxes 
with wooden racks accidents are unfortunately frequent. For 
sending by express these boxes should be made of thicker wood, 
or enclosed in larger cases, to prevent crushing by the weight of 
heavy packages* among which they may be carried. 
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SCIENTIFIC NEWS. 

— At the late meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science at Nashville, Tenn., Dr. T. Sterry Hunt 
presented a report on the subject of an International Geological 
Congress, from- which we extract the following: 

"The Committee to arrange for an International Geological 
Exhibition and Congress, to be held in Paris in 1878, was 
appointed by this Association at Buffalo, in August, 1876, and 
consisted of Messrs. W. B. Rogers, James Hall, J. W. Dawson, 
J. S. Newberry, T. Sterry Hunt, R. Pumpelly, and C. H. Hitch- 
cock, together with T. H. Huxley for England, O. Torell, for 
Sweden, and E. H. von Baumhauer for Holland. At a meeting 
of the committee at Buffalo on the 25th of August, 1876, James 
Hall was chosen chairman, and T. Sterry Hunt, secretary. It was 
then agreed to prepare a circular, setting forth the plan of an 
International Geological Exhibition, which should form a part of 
the general Exhibition to be held at Paris in 1878, and indicating 
a scheme for the organization of the geological collections to be 
sent thereto by the nations taking a part in that exhibition, and, 
moreover, proposing an International Geological Congress to be 
held at Paris." 

" The circular in accordance with this plan was duly prepared 
and printed in English, French and German, and before the end 
of the year had been sent by the Secretary to the principal 
scientific societies and academies, as well as to the workers in 
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Geology throughout the world. The response to this invitation 
has been most gratifying. The Geological Society of France 
has formally recognized the great importance of the objects 
proposed, and promised its hearty co-operation, while private 
letters from its President to the Secretary of the Committee, and 
from Prof. Hebert to Prof. Hall, give cordial assurances of the 
same kind. Spanish and Italian geologists have translated and 
published the circular in their respective languages, and have 
communicated to the Secretary their hearty approval of the plan. 
Prof. Capellini has, in this connection, published an interesting 
correspondence, calling attention to the fact that, in 1874, he had 
laid the project of a similar International Geological Congress, to 
be held in Italy, before the Italian Minister of Agriculture, In- 
dustry and Commerce.'' 

" The Geological Society of London and the Geological Sur- 
vey of Great Britain have also formally signified their approval 
of our objects, and the co-operation of Norway, Sweden, Russia 
and Austria- Hungary is promised. It is to be regretted that 
Germany has declined to take a part in the International Exhi- 
bition of 1878, but we trust that this will not prevent her geolo- 
gists from joining in the' proposed Congress. The Director of 
the Geological Survey of Japan promises to aid in our work, and 
we have the same assurance from Brazil, where the circular has 
been translated into Portuguese. Chili and Mexico have also 
responded, and promise an ample representation of their geology 
•at Paris next year, while Canada, both through her Geological 
Survey and in the person of Dr. Dawson, will probably be repre- 
sented there." 

" The Government of the United States has as yet failed to 
accept the invitation of France to take a part in the Exhibition 
of 1878, so that American geologists are not certain that they 
will be able to participate in' the International Geological Exhi- 
bition. We are, however, assured, that the Government is very 
desirous to have our country duly represented at Paris; and it 
is to be hoped that at the approaching extra session of the United 
States Congress measures will be taken for accepting the French 
invitation, and appointing a commission, so that our people may 
secure a representation in Paris. I am assured, on all sides, 
that our geologists desire to contribute largely to the Inter- 
national Exhibition, and even at this late day it will be possible 
to do much. In any event it is probable that several members 
of our committee will be present at the proposed Geological 
Congress. The precise date of this has not yet been fixed, 
though your Secretary is now in correspondence with the Sec- 
retary of the Geological Society of France upon this point, and 
believes that with the co-operation of that body, a time conven- 
ient to all will be agreed upon." 

" It is recommended by the Standing Committee of the Asso- 
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ciation that, in addition to the names of J. P. Lesley, of Philadel- 
phia, and Prof. A. C. Ramsay, director of the Geological Survey 
of Great Britain, already added to the International Committee, 
the Presidents, for the time being, of the Geological Societies of 
France, London, Edinburgh, and- Dublin, of Berlin, of Belgium, 
Italy, Spain, Portugal, and the Imperial Geological Institute of 
Vienna, be invited to form part of our Commission." — T. Sterry 
Hunt, Secretary of the International Committee. 

Shortly after the presentation of the above report the Secre- 
tary received official notice that the Geological, Society of 
France had, in co-operation with the above plan, appointed at 
Paris a local committee of organization for the proposed Con- 
gress, constituted as follows : Hebert, president ; Tournouer and 
Albert Gaudry, vice-presidents ; Bioche, treasurer ; Jaunetaz, 
secretary-general ; Delaire, Sauvage, Brocchi and Velain, secre- 
taries; with the following, Belgrand, Bureau, de Chancourtois, 
G. Cotteau, Damour, Daubree, Delafosse, Delesse, Descloizeaux, 
Desnoyers, Fougue, V. Gervais, Gruner, De Lapparent, Mallard, 
Milne-Edwards,- Pellat, Marquis de Roys and L. Vaillant, mem- 
bers of the committee. 

A circular issued by this committee, bearing date July 31, in- 
vites all those interested in geological, mineralogical and palseon- 
tological studies to take part in the approaching congress, and to 
subscribe the sum of twelve francs each, which will give a card 
of admission to the congress, and right to all the publications 
thereof. All those who intend to be present are at the same 
time invited to send, as soon as possible, a list of the questions 
which seem to them worthy of general discussion, as well as of 
the communications which they propose to make touching these 
questions. They are also invited to indicate which time appears 
to them most convenient for the meeting of the congress. 

As regards an International Geological Exhibition, the Paris 
Committee of Organization state that the difficulty of finding a 
suitable locality seems to them an obstacle in the way of realizing 
this part of the programme. They hope, however, that there 
will be many special collections sent, and beg the exhibitors of 
such to give the committee due notice of these, in order that a 
special catalogue of them may be prepared. 

The Secretary of the International Committee desires, in this 
connection, to call attention to the fact that his circular did not 
contemplate the holding of an International Geological Exhibi- 
tion apart from the Universal Exhibition, but, in the language 
of that circular, the making as complete as possible the Geological 
Department of the Universal Exhibition. 

It is certain that, as at all previous similar exhibitions, the 
different nations will contribute more or less of geological 
material, and it was conceived that such collections, extended and 
systematized in accordance with the plan set forth in the cir- 
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cular, would, while forming a part of the Universal Exhibition, 
without farther cost, meet all the requirements of an International 
Geological Exhibition. To the accomplishment of this end it 
will only be necessary for the exhibitors of all nations to send a 
list of their geological contributors to the local committee of or- 
ganization at Paris. 

All correspondence relating to the congress should be addressed 
to Dr. Jaunetaz, secretaire-general, rue des grands Augustins 7, 
Paris, France, and all moneys sent to Dr. Bioche, at the same ad- 
dress. 

— Russell S. Hill has recently returned to Philadelphia from 
Kansas, where he as been, for several months past, exploring for 
Prof. E. D. Cope. He discovered many fine vertebrate fossils, in- 
cluding a Protostega gigas, the bones of which, cleaned from the 
matrix, weighs three hundred pounds. He also discovered the 
new mastodont Tetralophodon campester, and numerous other mam- 
malia. 

Errata. — Page 51, second paragraph of Botany, first line, for "ized" read "ined;" second, for 
v 'Applopappus " read " Aplopappus ;" fourth, for "mensiesii" read "menziesii" twice; seventh, 
for " empitriformis " read "empetriformis ;" eighth, for "Erigonium" read " Eriogonum" twice ; 
tenth, for " Polymonium" read " Polemonium ;" next paragraph, for " Booth " read " Boott ; also 
in first paragraph. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Philosophical Society of Washington, D. C, Nov. 24, 1877. 
-'— His annual address was read by the President, Prof. Joseph 
Henry. It included a sketch of the methods of scientific research, 
and an account of the progress of investigations into the phe- 
nomena of sound as exemplified by fog-signals. It was shown 
that experiments of all kinds tended to increase the probability 
that refraction of the sound waves or beams was the chief factor 
in producing the supposed abnormalities. 

Lieutenent-Colonel Garrick Mallery, U. S. A., read a paper on 
certain errors, in general acceptance, in regard to our aborigines. 
It was especially devoted to showing that the number of Indians 
in the United States, exclusive of Alaska, in spite of losses by 
violent death, is probably on the increase, and that the discrep- 
ancy between their present numbers and the earlier accounts is 
chiefly due to the exaggerated and erroneous nature of the latter. 
This paper being unfinished when the hour of adjournment 
arrived, the remainder was postponed until the next meeting. 

Dec. 8, 1877. — The same paper was continued. The author 
referred to poisoning arrow-points, belief in a single supreme 
spirit or deity, supposed knowledge of medicine or medicinal 
properties of plants, etc., as being in the category of popular 



